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President’s letter – Winter 2018
Wow! Where did last year go? Can it really
be 2018 already?
We had a good birding year but missed some
birds that we thought would be a given, i.e.
Wild Turkeys! How could we not have seen
Wild Turkeys? Oh well, we have a great list
of target birds for next year put together by
our illustrious Field Trip organizer, Richard
Pautsch. The list includes (but is not limited
to): Common Loon, Wild Turkey, RosyFinches, Bohemian Waxwing and Green
Heron.
Some are unlikely, but others should be
pretty easy. We’ll keep on the lookout for
these birds. In the meantime, we’ll enjoy
any bird that we find as well as the fun and
fellowship we share as a group.
Dick has again agreed to organize our field
trips for 2018 and he needs more than 30
leaders for Wednesday trips plus 12 folks to
lead First Sundays. Please consider stepping
up. It’s really pretty easy, and you’ll get lots
of help from others on your trip. Contact
Dick with your availability. He’d appreciate
not having to reach out if possible.
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Membership
Nancy Ries Morrison
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Here’s to a fun and successful 2018 birding
season!
Carolyn Beach
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you, Lonny and Vivienne, for hosting the
annual Holiday Party at your home once again!
We appreciate your generous hospitality! And,
thank you, Peter Ridgeway, for the interesting
slide show of your beautiful bird photos!
***Annual Dues***
The renewal card for your membership is
found on page 5 of this newsletter. Please
take a moment and send the annual dues to
Nancy Ries Morrison soon. Thanks!
WINTER FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE
We’ll begin our Winter Field Trip season with
a flurry of trips—our regular Wednesday
Roadrunners outing on January 3, an
expedition in search of unique mountain
birds on Saturday the 6th and our first “First
Sunday Birding” of the year on January 7th
at Walden Ponds. In addition to First Sunday
and Wednesday morning trips, we will have
three Saturday trips this winter. Rolf
Hertenstein will take us on a trip to the
mountains on January 6th. Diane Carter and
Caroline Beach will lead us to the duck haven
on the South Platte River on February 10th
and then on a search for wintering birds and
mammals of the Plains at the Rocky
Mountain Arsenal on March 17th.
Here’s the Winter Field Trip line-up:
Saturday January 6, 2018
WINTER MOUNTAIN BIRDS IN
ALLENSPARK, 8:00 am
Leader: Rolf Hertenstein
rfherten@gmail.com
Rolf Hertenstein will take us to Allenspark on
a search for winter mountain birds. We’ll
look for Evening and Pine Grosbeaks, Gray
Jays and Clark’s Nutcrackers, Hairy
Woodpeckers and Cassin’s Finches, plus the
resident flock of Wild Turkeys (a bird we
missed in 2017) at feeders on our walk
through Allenspark. Alas, the famous
Fawnbrook Inn is now closed, so its feeders
(beloved by Rosy-finches in years past) will

probably be empty, but we will stop to check
it out. Meet at East Boulder Rec at 8:00
a.m., or at the Park and Ride in Lyons (near
the restrooms) at 8:30 am, where we’ll join
up with our leader Rolf. We’ll stop to warm
up with coffee or lunch at a mountain café
after a morning’s birding, and return to
Boulder by mid-afternoon.
Sunday January 7, 2018
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN
WILDLIFE HABITAT 9:00 am to around
11:30 am (ending time depends on the
weather and the birds) Leader: Tony Delany
(303)-494-8190 acdelany@live.com
This should be a fun way to begin the new
birding year! We should find the local pair of
Great Horned Owls, and our target bird will
be a Northern Shrike. Meet at the
Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at the end of
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south
of Jay). Bring binoculars, clothes to match
the weather, something to drink and a snack
if you think you’ll get hungry. Everyone
welcome.
Sunday February 4, 2018
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN
WILDLIFE HABITAT 9:00 am to around
11:30 am
Leader: Janice Rogers (207)-522-8044
boborjanice@yahoo.com
If we missed Northern Shrike in January,
maybe we’ll get it in February. The resident
Great Horned Owls may already be on the
nest. Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking
lot (at the end of the Walden Ponds Road, off
75th just south of Jay). Bring binoculars,
clothes to match the weather, something to
drink and a snack if you think you’ll get
hungry. Everyone welcome.
Saturday February 10, 2018
OUR ANNUAL DUCKAPALOOZA ALONG
THE SOUTH PLATTE RIVER, 8:30 am
Leaders: Diane Carter (303)-427-3371
Deecar7@gmail.com) and Carolyn Beach
(303)-443-0129, clbeach415@earthlink.net
Meet at 8:30 am at in the NW corner of the
north main parking lot of the East Boulder
Rec. Center for carpooling, or at 9:00 am at
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Colorado Blvd. south of E. 88th Ave. in
Thornton in the Platte River Trailhead
Parking lot on the SE corner. Bring a drink
and a snack. We’ll work our way south,
driving and birding. We’ll walk up to 2 miles
of paved trail along the river (note: there are
no restrooms along the trail, but there is a
7-11 across the street from the parking lot).
There’s a possibility of seeing 17 waterfowl
species including Barrow’s Goldeneye. We
will return to Boulder around 1:00 pm, with
an optional coffee stop at Boyer’s coffee on
Washington Street and 76th.

Wednesday morning Road Creepers

Sunday March 4, 2018
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN
WILDLIFE HABITAT 9:00 am to around
11:30 am
Leader: Pat Heller (303)-819-6745
pat_heller@msn.com
With luck, there will be some open water
filled with ducks beginning to think about
heading north, and our pair of Great Horned
Owls will have chicks in the nest. Meet at the
Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at the end of
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south
of Jay). Bring binoculars, clothes to match
the weather, something to drink and a snack
if you think you’ll get hungry. Everyone
welcome.

This winter’s Wednesday morning trips will
focus on finding those birds which are seen
here primarily in the winter—swans, ducks
other than Mallards, geese other than
Canada Geese, gulls other than Ring-billed
Gulls, hawks other than Red-tailed Hawks,
and those special “irruptions” of birds which
show up here some winters, but not all.

Saturday March 17, 2018
FIRST CREEK/ROCKY MOUNTAIN
ARSENAL NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Leader: Diane Carter (303)-427-3371
Deecar7@gmail.com
We will explore a new trail on the east side
of the Arsenal (First Creek). It is a threemile loop. Then we will drive over to the
Visitor’s Center and scope the lakes.
Optional loop drive and ferret visit after
exploring the lakes.
Meet at 8:00 am East Boulder Rec Center for
carpooling. Or meet at the parking lot at E.
56th and Buckley at 8:45 am.
Directions- Exit Pena Blvd at E 56th. Turn
west and drive about a 1/4 mile. The parking
lot is on the north side of E 56th just after
the underpass of Pena Blvd.
Return to Rec Center around 2:00 pm.

NOTE: We’ve got some hearty members in
the group, so the weather has to be pretty
bad for our trips to be cancelled. A couple of
people almost always show up, as long as
we’re not having a blizzard. If in doubt, call
leader or check our www.boulderbirdclub.org
site at Yahoo Groups.

We will meet each Wednesday morning this
winter through April 4th at 8:30 am at the
northwest corner of the parking lot of the
East Boulder Recreation Center (5660 Sioux
Drive, Boulder). We’ll decide where to go,
organize carpools, and try to leave by 8:35
am, so please be on time. The trips are not
strenuous and usually involve strolling on
trails while looking for birds and other items
of natural history interest. New birders are
welcome!

Bring a little money to chip in for carpooling
if warranted, and to buy yourself a cup of
coffee afterward. Most trips return to the
EBRC parking lot by 11:00 am, then we head
to Big Daddy’s Bagels in the Meadowood
Shopping Center for coffee (if it’s really cold,
we’ll go to Big Daddy’s earlier).

***********************
The 76th Boulder Audubon Christmas Count
was held on December 17, with 105 species
seen. Three new Count Day species were
spotted--Say's Phoebe, Pacific Loon, and
Hammond's Flycatcher. Three birds which
had been seen on over 60 counts were
missed--Killdeer, Pine Siskin, and Roughlegged Hawk.
***********************
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American Goldfinch, S. Mesa Trail
10/4/17, ©Jane Baryames

Ross’s x Cackling Goose hybrid, Dodd Reservoir
12/13/17, ©Jane Baryames

Brown Creeper, Teller Farms, 11/29/17, ©Peter
Ridgeway

pair of Barrow’s Goldeneye, Platte River
11/30/17, ©Peter Ridgeway

Black-throated Blue Warbler
11/15/17, ©Aaron Yappert

Tundra Swans with Snowy Egret, Cottonwood Marsh
10/25/2017, ©Jane Baryames
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Boulder Bird Club
Membership and Dues Form – 2018
Name_______________________________________ Date________________
Address__________________________________________________________
email____________________________________________________________
phone_____________________________
Check all that apply:
• new member _____
• renewal _____
• I prefer paper copy of newsletter mailed _____
• I prefer email copy of newsletter only _____
• $10.00 dues enclosed (checks payable to “Boulder Bird Club”) _____
• Donation enclosed _____
• I am interested in leading a field trip sometime in 2018 _____
Please mail this form and dues to:
Nancy Ries Morrison
4990 Moorhead Ave., Apt. 310
Boulder CO 80305
_______________________________________________________________

If you are on Facebook, check out the “Boulder Bird
Club” page, for photos from BBC trips and more.

In Memoriam

Dick Pautsch presents the first annual “Species Seer” award to cowinners Claire Delany and Sharon Norfleet at the December 10th
Holiday Party. If you’d like to have a chance at winning the BBC
“Species Seer” trophy for 2018, try to give Dick your prediction as to
how many birds we’ll see on official BBC field trips in 2018 by
January 7th. Let’s hope we can put Northern Shrike, Common
Redpoll and Bohemian Waxwing on the Club list this winter (birds we
missed in 2017).

Hope Leighton was a long-time member
of the Boulder Bird Club. She was a
renowned research scientist, one of the
first female physicists and an ardent bird
lover. She died Sunday, November 5,
2017, at the age of 97. She was quiet and
always cheerful. She attended so many
bird walks and all of the parties. She shared her excitement
about travels and bird sightings. The long-time members will
remember her thinking, "I'm so glad I know Hope. She
brightened my life."
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